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ESTATE l NC 1 
THIS LIFE. | 
| 
- Har dad our” 
Lord Ieſus from 
Heaven writ _— 
29 Daz] tothe Church of 
RE) Sardis; Thou haſt Rev.z.1, 
a name that thou leſt, but art. 
dead.may be truly ſpoken of the. 
greater ſort of not-counterfcir | | 
Profeflors of the Faith in our | 
time : for its cleare by che Text, | 
chat this 1s not ſpoken of hypo- 
crites, who areitarke dead, but | 
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T he way to a 
of ſuch who having ſome life 
remaining in them,arein'a dead. 
ſleepe: tor theſe of whom I. 
ſpcake, take good paines to; 
| keepe vp aname of Chriſtiant- 
tic, both in the exerciſes of Reh- 
9101, and in their ourward be-! 
hauiour, (though in both there} 
be wueh({ayling ) bur in very 
truth there 1s bur a littleJife of 
fathand loue 1a all their Pro-, 
tcfſion,as may appeare in their | 
cold and vncomfortable pray- 
ers, in their wandering and 
drowſic hearing of the Word, 
and vnfruitfull recciving ofrhe 
Sacraments, and much more in | 
ſcheir abuſe and negle&t of the 
ſecret exerciſes of Prayer, rea- 
ding, and meditation by them- | 
ſclues, and conference with 0- 
thers, ſcldome deepely beway- 
ling their eſtate, leſſe rcioycing 
in theallurance of hefr var 
on by Chriſt,as ſeldome deligh- 
tagm God, witha zcalero {et 
torth his glory 1n eyery part of 
ther, 


| bUeſſedeftatern this life. 

thewlife. | 2625 0 yn JOYient 
Though this be-the tate of 
, | rhe greater. part of thoſe that 
haue ſome truth of grace in| 
| | them, yermay welay againe,thar | 
({ | there +are with vs, (as in. the] 
| Church of Sardss ) a few names | | 
that hae not defiled their gar-| 
ments,thatis, doe lie vnrebu- 
| kably , and walke worthy their 
holy calling,having a {weet fee- 
ling of Gods favour'ynto thenz, 
| and ſo cati boldly come vnto 
him in timeof need, with at{u- 
rancethat he doth graciouſly re- 
| |ſpe& them, their prayers, and 
| | vnfeigned obedience; who like- 
wiſe doe more delight them- 
{clues in God,thep 1n all earth- 
| | ly things, accounting it their | 
| | greateſt gricte. to ottend him, 
| [and greaceft 1oy to pleaſe him; | 

| poticlling ther foules with con- 
/ | fidence and patience 1n their 
greateſttrialls, looking for the 
appcaring ot Chriſt, 
| Thus 1s chatbletled eſtate to be | 
$t 4 n-. 
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here may. - - 
be attained. 


Defired by 
Many,not 
attained, 


How this 
izfeis at- 
tained, 


| 


Chriſt by faith, It 1s without 


| P/alnaft. Plal..37.4+ Delight thy 
| /elfe in the Lord, and hewill give 


be] The way to 4 
inioynedin this life, which God 


vers meaſures) for the taithfull, 
all which may well bee contai- 
ned inthis ſhort ſentence ofthe 


| 


[ 


thee thy hearts defire: which 


ans(when they haue well conſ(i- 


1gncrance of the way how to at- 
taincit; or through negligence; 
not putting 1n praiſe what 
they know :- they ſpend-many 
yeares, either ſecurely, or vn-/| 
comfortably, ſeldomeatraining 
to that heauendy feaſting,which 
(it they were wiſe) nught be 
cher daly refreſhing : hoſe C 
ſtate ] much tendring, doe cn- 
devourto ſhew them, how this 
happie hfe may be attamed; 
which I concemeto be onely by 
a more plentitull teeding vpon 


hath prepared; ( though-indi- | 


doubt not bur all 'trne Chriſti-| 


 deredit) would be glad: to at-}: 
raine vnte: But cither through | 
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| ſpecially to be confidered, How 
every true belcever may daily,[ 
yea, oftin the day,by taith feed] 
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quettion, thatall and every part 
of our ſpiritual lite 151n Chriſt, 
of whoſe fulneſſe we receine grace 
for grace: and this 15 as cleare, 
chat we receiue no gracefirſt or 
laſtftrom Chriſt, bur by belee- 
ving: in which reſpect Chriſt 1s 
truly and principally ſaid to be 
our ſpirituall tood, and belec- 
vingto be the true feeding vp- 
on him. Which being ſo,irne- 
cellanily followes, that feeding 
feldome or weakely, we cannot 
have much ſpirituall ftrength: 
and otherwiſe feeding plentitui-| 
ly and foundly,we ſhall be far, 


artaine ynto the blelied fe {po- 
ken of. 

For the better vnderſtanding 
and practiſing whereof, this 15 


vpon Chriſt, thatſo he may re- 
ceiue from. him all {paricuall 
nouriſhment, for his refreſhing 


bleſſedeftate in thislife. | 


and flouriſhing 1n grace, and ſo| 


Toh. 1;16, 


Toh. 6.37, 
35-] 


34] 


ilowto 

feedoſtin | 
the day on 
 Chritt, 
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and ſtrengthening to every 
ood +8 4 | 

This is done by ſetting before 
vs thoſe {weet promiſes, which 
God hath made to vs, for the 
ſtrengthening of our faithin all 
our neceſ{{1ties: and, ſo particu- 
larly to apply them to our 
ſclaes. Whereby we may com- 


we ſhall enioy that which God 
hath promiſed, Wherein weare 
fr{ttoget the true meaning of 
that whichis promiſcd. 
Secondly, Toſee we hane a 
ood warrant, that this 1s pro» 
miſedtovs, that therevpon we 
may conclude, we ſhall certainly 
eroy that which God hath pro- 


mited,ſecing heis fairhfull who 
hath promifed. 

Bur ſeeing this is not well 
conceived by many, I will make 
it plaine by. example, 1 Cor.1.30 
atis ſaid; But of hinz are yee im 
Chriſt leſ#s, who of God is maas 
wnto vs wiſedome, and righteanſ= 


neſſe,| 
|. 
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ncfſe, and ſantiificatien, aud re- 
derption. In which 1s as much 
fayd as may be conceived,or de- 
tircd; the meaning whereof 1s, 
' that every true belcever, 1s by 
| Gods ſpirit made alivingmem- 
| ber of Chriſt Icſus,from and 1 
| whom , iz 18 made by God a 
true parcaker of allthingsneed- 
|2ull to falvation:that whereas he 
{15 by nature foohfh, guiltie, file 
cy, and in bondage, now in 
| Chriſt he is made perteatly wile 
rishrcous,holy, frecd from all 
| his cycmics, and ſo reftorcd to 
tull happineltle, Thus promiſe 
of God being clearely ynder- 
ttood, muſt now be applyed 
particularly by every bcleever 


1s Truth ir ſelfe,..promiſed theſe 
greatbencfits ( 1n which all.;are 
' contained.) tg. cyery true. belzc: 

ver,therefore 1, who doe truly; 
.though.. weakely, belecue 1n. 


co himſcltc, thus: Sceing God| 
whos all-ſufficient; and tairhs}. 
tull, chatin his Word, whieh | 
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_ Chriſt! 
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Pray for 
faith, 


{ Not cafic, 


| thing needfull for my preſent 


[the gift of God,and we cannot 
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Chriſt, may boldly allure my 
ſelfe,thar all theſe be mine, and 
therefore I ſhall not want any 


comfort; or eternal] happinclle, 
Which whoſoever doth daily 
practife in this manner to main- 
raine, and increa{e his faith by 
applica:zon of chis,and all other 
of Gods promiſes, he ſhail daily 
[more and, more enjoy 1n this. 
lLiferhat blefſed eſtate wee ſpeake 
of. 


But for as much as faith is 


further belecue then wee be 
drawne by Gods ſpirit, chere- 
fore wee muſt 10yne often and. 
fervent prayer,that God by this 
meanes would inercaſe' 'our 
a N cid 
| This may {ceme eafje to be 
performed, bur vpon better 
wiall,it willnor be found {o ea- 
fiero dos it effeually; for-be- 


| 


neſle to beleeve,] cannat thinke- 


ſides out owne great vnitowatd-| 


hy V gy 


a Abs rs. A 


| : of; 


| ſufficiently feeling their wants, 


 bleſſedeſtate in this life. 


ofany dutie, wherein our com- 
mon Adverſary, will vic more 
cunning,and diligence to hin- 
der vs, then in this: either by 
keeping vs from rhe worke, or 
begwling vs 1n it : whereby 1t 
comes to patlle, that very few 
doe ( to any good purpoſe ) 
practiſc the ſame, 

Amongſt many lettes which 
hinder the faithfull prace 
hercof, I obſerue theſe rwo, in 
two divers {orts of beleevers. 
The former in thoſe, who nor 


and too much contented with | 
their eſtate, doe not ſo prize 
Chriſt, and this blefſed eftate in 
him, as may mouethem to take 
this paines, andtherefore neucr| 
reach vnto this growth 1n grace! 
wherevnto they might cone, if 
the fault were not in- them- 
ſclues. Theother lctis. in thoſe 
who highly prizing the benefit, 
'and earneſtly labouring for it, 
are by-the ſenſe of their owne: 
| | Vvn- 


. 
—— —_—— 


Two chicfe 
le:ts. 


1.Not 11- 
zing Chrift, | 


2, O ur VN- 
worthines:. 
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Remoue of 
the hirft It, 


' Of the (e- 


cond ict, 
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vnworthinetſe, {o kept downe? 
chat they cannot with any hope 
looke vp, toz'to great a blel- 
ling. | 
For the remooving of both 


| 
theſe [ctres, the firit ſort are to 


| bechinke themſelues, what an 
| vacomforrable account it wall 
be,when God ſhall call chem ro 
it, roſce how many yeares they 
baue ſpent, with little growth 
in gracc, eirherto che glory of 
God, or good example ro c- 
UNE, or to the peace of their 
owneſoules. Whereas on the 
other ſide, they might haue at- 
trained ynto tuch a {weet life, as 
would haue beenea hcauen vp- 
on carth; namely, To reioyce al-, 
wayes in the Lord, | 

For the other poore ſoules, 


ſenſe of their owne vawortRi- 
Godspromules, areiree andvn- 


Ou ght to hinder them from be- 


who are kept downe with the| 
ne{le,they arc to know, that all} 


deſcrved, ſo as no vnworthunes | 


leeving: 


_" A 


* o 
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| and goe about this worke, then 


| 


bleſſed eftate in this life. 


leeving : yea, rather they that 
hauc the moſt ſenſe of their 
owne yaworthinejfle,have moſt 
incouragement to beleeve, for 
that voice of Chriſt, Come vnto 
ze all you that are weary and hea- 
vie laden, and 1 will eaſe you? 
{crue not oncly for our firſt 
convcr{jon, but 1 all our di- 
{trelles whatſoever, throughout 
che whole courſc of our le. 


If any eſcape both theſe lets, 


will Satan vic all his skill to be- 
guile both ſorts: ſuch as arc 
weake and heauje hearted, 
ſoone diſcouraged, he temprs. 
and perſwades, they labour 1n 


vaine, and doe not belceuc,}| 


when indeed they doe, as ſhall} 


appcare. The other for who 
are too well conceired,and hight 
hearted, Satan Jabours to per- 
{wade, thar they have more 
faith then indeed they haue, and 
thatcheir ca{cis better then m 
cruth 1t1s.. 


It) 


Mat.11,28, 


Satan will 
beguilc; 


Some that | 
they be. | 
lecue not ; | 


Others, 
that mey 
have more |} 
faith then 
they haue. 


Foure 
markes ot 
faithnot 
ſcenc. 


I. Orielc 
for want of 
faita. 
2.Conftint 
Ia>our for 
It. 

3. True 
loueto 


God: 


nameſ]y, 
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Ic ſhall becherefore the wiſe- 
dome of all who will not be de- 
ceived,carctully ro examine and 
try themſelucs; which thatthey 
may the better doe, ler them 
conlider of theſe ures that 
tollow: witereby etther fort 
may certainely wdge of them- 


{cjues. 


For ſuch as conſcionably en- 
devour to nouriſh their faith 1n 
ſuch” manner as hath beene 
ſhewed, and yet finde no com- 
fort, burfeare rhey doe not be- 
leeue, (when as indeed they 
doe) theſe are to diſcerne their 
taith by ſuch ſecret operations, 
as doe certainely ſhew faith to 
be there,though it be nor ſeen: 

An vnfegned 
tor the want of fink? Wit 
vnceſfant indeyour for ry at- 
taining of it, Againe, A reve- 
rent etecme of God, and hearty 
afte&tion of vnſeigned Joue ro 
him, which cannot be —__ 
ſome former IIs Gf 
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blefjed eſtate in this life. 
Godslouetothem, which is it in 
many,(choughthey ſceir not). 
Andlaftly, A tender Conſci- 
ence, fearing to diſpleaſe God, 
even in ſmaller matters, which 
others little regard. Whoſoever 
ſhall find theie fruits, ( which 
cannot come but from faith ) 
may certainly know, that there, 
15 aroote of faith. grounded 1 in 
their hearts, thou Takin ſee 7 
not.But {uch as ho no feelin 
of their faith, and fee no ſuch 
ces 1n their liues, have uſt 
cauſe tro thinke that they haue 
no taith ar aall. 

Asfor the other ſort, who are 
too well perſwadced of them- 
ſelues, that they finde comfort 
in mediating on Gods proini- 
ſes, whereas indecd they deceiue 
temſelues, and haue not that 
faith they imagine,astheir fruits 


| doe ſhew. 


Tlis may be difcerned by | 
theſe notes; 
Furſt, Troc ain 1s IE" 


(7 


F 2 


4A tender 
conſcience, 
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Notes of 
trueand 
falle com- 
tort, 


1. I rue, i$ 


hardly got, 
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2. Feare of 
deceit. 


2.Poore 
| 11 ſpirit, 
mourne, 
and lowly. 
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much prayer and labour, apd it 


felt: rheretore they who vpon 
their firſt thoughts on theſe 
promiſes, finde comfort / that. 
they haue, partin them, may ſo. 
tarre miſtruſt, all 15nor ſound, 
cill they ſhall ſee ſome better 
proofe thereof : which if they 


ly very heardly. gotten, with || 


1s oft a long time befere this be 


| doc not, butfor all this will be! 
| confident;that all is well,it 1s to 
be feared, their comfort 1s not. 
ſound. | 
For this 1s another propertie 
of that true comfort which 
ſprings from furh, c{pecially in 
young and weake beleeyers, 
tha: they (ſo highly valewing 
the benefit) are very fearctull of 
being deccived,. and muſt tee 
good evidence, bejorc they will 
De per{wadcd, that they haue 
chis laying taith. | | 
Wixreot if zhey ſhall be per- 
(waded,yert cherwithall is toyned 
{uch a tcehng of che weakenele 
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| bleſſed eſtate inthis life. 
of their faith, and ſo of all grace, 
ay. makes them poore in their 
owne cycs,and mournctor their 
wants,thinking lowly of them- 
ſclues, and more highly reue- 
rencing the graces of Godin 0- 
thers: Whereas they who be de- 
ceived, are as the Laodiceans, 
rich and wanting nothing, and 
ſo bemerry, and too light hear- 
red, thinking too well of them- 
ſclues,and roo flenderly of 0- 
thers, better then themſelues, 
Another ſure warke of jenſ- 
ble faith and comfort, 1s this ; 
Thar thcy that haue taſted of it, 
can never be ſatisfied, bur {till 


none more diligently vſe all 
go00d meancs to grow in grace 
then they: Even as the ftron 

and moſt healchfull bodie, doth 
fecd better then the weake and 
ſickly. But ſuch as being well 
fatished with that they haue, and: 
fedde no hunger, nor Jabour for 
more, it 1s evident their faith 


and 


—— —_ 


| 


hunger and labour {or more: | 


4 Hunger 
and labour 
for more, 
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| and comfortare not good, % 
| _| To proceed,and not to gather 
-m _—_— all fommighe be added _ 
ence. this ſhall ſeruc for all; That as 
likefire, like heate: ſo like faith, 
like life,great or ſmall. So that 
wherethere is ſtrong faith, there 
muſt needs be great obedience, 
and therefore whoſoever hee be | 
that 1seareleſſe of his converſa- 
| t10n, and barren inthe fruits of 
a holy life, his faith muſt needs 
be weake,if notdead. 

W herefore to conclude, ] ad- ? 
vite every one, who by theſe| 
markes ſhall diſcerne himlelfe 
to. be deceived, with fancie 1n 
ſtead of faichz to goe about this 
worke more ſerzoully, and to lay 
a better foundation of faith, and | 
not to ſay, he hath found com- 
tort, tillhe can bring good wit- 
neife thereof, Which whoſee- 
ver ſhall negle&t; ſhall inthe end 
(to ſay nomore) lament hisfol- 
ly,when he who ſecing his er-; 
rour, fthall more carefully and 

CON- , 
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| bleſſedeftatein thislife, 


conſtantly pur in praiſe this 
| maine dune of daily feeding vp- 
on Chriſt, (hall grow in grace, 
and attaine to that bleiled life 
here, whereof we ſpeake 
belides eternall life; 
thefull reward 
of all us 
labours. 
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